LMGS Formalities for Master’s Thesis and Master’s Colloquium

The Master’s Thesis is an individual research work carried out under the guidance of an LMGS
lecturer who is authorized to supervise and grade your thesis. Master’s Thesis topics should
have a relation to Land Management and Geospatial Science. You should begin looking for a
topic already during the 3rd semester. According to the LMGS study plan, the 4th semester is
dedicated to the Master’s Thesis.

Besides your main supervisor, it is possible to have additional supervisor(s), e.g., PhD
candidates or any lecturer from TUM, if agreed by your main supervisor.

Students are free to do their Master’s Thesis outside of TUM, for example, at one of the
collaborating or partner institutions of TUM (Chair of Land Management). If the supervisor is
external, the student needs to find an additional supervisor among the LMGS lecturers of TUM.
The student should be aware that the LMGS (TUM) supervisor has the main responsibility and
officially grades the Thesis, even though the main work might be carried out at the external
supervisor.

When students complete their thesis, they must defend it in a Master's Colloquium. The
Master’s Thesis must be written in English.

Finding a Topic

There are several possible ways to find a topic for the Master's Thesis, e.g., you can talk to the
lecturers during the third semester (or earlier) and ask for a topic. In this case, the student can
have some influence on the topic. You can also visit the thesis section on the Chair of Land
Management home page, where we put together a selection of possible topics for bachelor's
theses, master's theses, study projects (environmental engineers), and project work
(engineering ecology). Another possibility is to look for topics in research institutes and
companies. In such a case, an additional supervisor among the LMGS lecturers is needed.

Registration of Thesis

For all final theses (= Bachelor’s thesis und Master’s thesis) registered from 5 August, 2024
onwards, registration and all administration take place in the ED portal at
https://portal.ed.tum.de/en/Theses/. You will find all the important information in the wiki of the

ED portal.

Period of Master’s Thesis

The period of time between Thesis registration and submission of the completed Master's
Thesis must not exceed 6 months.

Upon a student’s written request, the period of time for writing the Master's Thesis may, in
especially justified cases, be extended by a maximum of 3 months. In case of an extension,
both supervisor and student must fill in and sign an additional form. This is also done via the ED
portal. For more information, see the wiki of the ED portal.

The application for extension must be submitted before the original deadline for the thesis
submission. Consequently, you are not allowed to extend the thesis by, e.g., two months and
then by an additional one month.


https://www.asg.ed.tum.de/en/bole/lehre/abschlussarbeiten/
https://portal.ed.tum.de/en/Theses/
https://collab.dvb.bayern/display/TUMedschooloffice/Final+Theses+in+the+ED-Portal
https://collab.dvb.bayern/x/uhTPN

Be aware that an extension of the Master’'s Thesis may cover an additional semester, and you
will have to pay the student union fee for the following semester!

Further extension is possible only if you are ill and bring an appropriate petition to the
examination board with an attached medical certificate. Then the examination board will decide
about your extraordinary extension. An authorization of the medical certificate by a public health
officer may be requested.

In case you fail the thesis, you will have a second and last chance to start a new thesis with a
new topic.

You have the right to return your topic within the first two months after you register your thesis.
This can be done only in justified cases. If you failed the first thesis and wrote a second one,
you can use this rule only if you did not do it during the first thesis.

Formatting of Thesis

Number of pages: there is neither minimum nor maximum. However, at Master's level we
expect a thesis containing 70-100 pages.

Format:
e Times New Roman (size 12) or Arial (size 11), or similar
o Distance between lines: 1.2 - 1.3 pts.
e Margin: about 2.5 cm on each side (left, right, bottom and top). Bottom can also be
reduced to 2 cm.

Cover Page:
The cover page has to include:
e Title
e Your name
o Master's Programme Land Management and Geospatial Science
Chair of Land Management
School of Engineering and Design
Technische Universitat Minchen
e Place and Date (e.g. Munich, 03.02.2024)

Title Page:
The title page includes the same as the cover page and the names of the supervisors
(e.g. 1. supervisor: Univ.-Prof. Dr. Ir. Walter de Vries, 2. supervisor: ........... ).

Declaration:
At the beginning of your thesis you have to include one page with the following declaration
which you will sign in front of the coordinator (word format attached):

Declaration

According to 8§ 12 section 8 ADPO (General examination regulations) of TU Munich, |
herewith confirm that | wrote this thesis entirely by my own and that | did not use any
other sources, means of support and aid than those mentioned within the text.



Munich, date
Signature

You must submit your final written report of the thesis digitally by uploading it to the ED portal.
In addition, you need to submit 3 printed copies (bound book —not spiral-; 1 copy will be
returned to you signed by your supervisor) and 1 digital copy (PDF in a pendrive or email) to
the Master’'s Coordinator. If you and your supervisor do not need a hard copy, it is enough to
submit one hard copy for our library and 1 digital copy (PDF in a pendrive or email).

Master Colloquium

The Master’s Colloguium should take place no later than two months after submission of the
thesis. In the colloquium, you have to defend your thesis in a presentation of 20 to 30 minutes.
Afterward, you will be asked questions by the audience. Please arrange a date and a location
with your supervisor.

IMPORTANT! Please remember that the Master's Colloquium is possibly held for a broader
audience of all LMGS lecturers and students. It must be understandable for them!

Grade for the Master’s Thesis

The grade for the Master’s Thesis consists of two parts — the grade for the written thesis report
and the grade for the colloquium. You will earn 24 ECTS for your written thesis and 6 ECTS for
your colloquium. This will change for students who are joining the program in the 2025/26 winter
semester — the colloquium will not be graded, and they will earn all 30 ECTS for the written
thesis report.


https://portal.ed.tum.de/en/Theses/

